
The Threat From Coal Is Far From OverThe Threat From Coal Is Far From Over
IPA Coleto Creek LLC has applied to the Texas 
Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) for 
issuance of State Air Quality Permit No. 83778 and 
issuance of Prevention of Significant Deterioration 
(PSD) Air Quality Permit No. PSDTX1118, which would 
authorize construction of the Coleto Creek Unit Two at 
the Coleto Creek Power Station located at 45 FM 2987, 
Fannin, Goliad County, Texas. The facility will emit the 
following air contaminants: nitrogen oxides, carbon 
monoxide, sulfur dioxide, organic compounds, lead, 
particulate matter including particulate matter less than 
10 microns in diameter, fluorides, sulfuric acid mist, 
hydrogen chloride, mercury, ammonia, and other 
products of coal combustion.

This application was submitted to the TCEQ on January 
4, 2008. The application is available for viewing and 
copying at the TCEQ central office, the TCEQ Corpus 
Christi regional office, and the Goliad Public Library, 
320 South Commercial Street, Goliad, Goliad County, 
Texas. The facility's compliance file, if any exists, is 
available for public review in the Corpus Christi regional 
office of the TCEQ.

Opportunity For a Contested Case Hearing You may 
request a contested case hearing. A contested case 
hearing is a legal proceeding similar to a civil trial in 
state district court. Unless a written request for a 
contested case hearing is filed within 30 days from this 
notice, the executive director may approve the 
application. A contested case hearing will only be 
granted based on disputed issues of fact that are 
relevant and material to the Commission's decision on 
the application. Further, the Commission will only grant 
a hearing on those issues raised during the public 
comment period and not withdrawn. 

INFORMATION Written public comments or requests for a public meeting or 
contested case hearing should be submitted to the Office of the Chief Clerk, MC-105, 
TCEQ, P.O. Box 13087, Austin, Texas 78711-3087. For more information about this 
permit application or the permitting process, please call the Office of Public 
Assistance, Toll Free, at 1-800-687-4040. Si desea información en EspaZol, puede
llamar al 1-800-687-4040. General information regarding the TCEQ can be found at 
www.tceq.state.tx.us. Further information may also be obtained from IPA Coleto 
Creek LLC, 4601 Brookhollow Drive, Midlothian, Texas 76065 or by calling Mr. 
Terrence Kurtz, Director, Business Development at (972) 923-7451. 
Issuance Date: January 15, 2008
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Top 10 Reasons to Oppose Coal PlantsTop 10 Reasons to Oppose Coal Plants

1.1. SmogSmog
2.2. MercuryMercury
3.3. Deaths and disease from dirty powerDeaths and disease from dirty power
4.4. Global warmingGlobal warming
5.5. Wasteful water useWasteful water use
6.6. Increased monopoly powerIncreased monopoly power
7.7. Inadequate rail capacityInadequate rail capacity
8.8. Not a solution to high electric billsNot a solution to high electric bills
9.9. Economically risky since new technologies are on the Economically risky since new technologies are on the 

horizonhorizon
10.10. Cheaper, cleaner and cooler alternatives already existCheaper, cleaner and cooler alternatives already exist





Coal plants are the leading cause of global warming
Additional Annual Cost of CO2 for Texas Plants

Carbon legislation will drive the yearly operating costs of coal plants drastically up.

Coleto Creek Estimated emissions:
6 million tons of CO2 every year

x $20 / ton = $120 million/yr
x $35 / ton = $210 million/yr
x $50 / ton = $300 million/yr

Federal legislation will attach a price to carbon e missions, 
making coal even more expensive!
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Sources:  Energy 
Information 
Administration , 
Union of Concerned 
Scientists, and 
Wachovia Capital 
Markets, LLC

$20 $35 $50



Summary of Regional Vulnerabilities to Climate-Related Impacts
Source: Environment America Research & Policy Center

Top 10 Warmest 
Years in the United 

States

Rising 
Average 
Annual 
Temperatures 
in the United 
States: 1895–
2007



High risk:High risk: Coal, Nuclear, and Gas are all very expensive and Coal, Nuclear, and Gas are all very expensive and 
destructive to human health and the environment.destructive to human health and the environment.

���������	�����������	�� 

����
	�����	������������	������
������	����������	� ������������	����
	�����	������������	������
������	����������	� ������������	 ����
	������
	��
������	���������	������������	�����
������
����	��� �������������������	���������	������������	�����
������
����	��� ������������� �����	����	����������������	����	�����������

�������������������������	�����	������	�	���������� ��������������������������������������	�����	������	�	���������� ������������� ����	������
���� ! "����	������
���� ! "

Cheaper, Cleaner, Cooler Ways to ReEnergize TexasCheaper, Cleaner, Cooler Ways to ReEnergize Texas
Texas is at a fork in the road, and we are about to  spend Texas is at a fork in the road, and we are about to  spend 

billions on new, proposed plants to meet Texasbillions on new, proposed plants to meet Texas ’’s energy needs.s energy needs.

• Better Building Codes
– A national group of architects developed 

the 2030 challenge to increase building 
efficiency by 50%, which was also adopted 
by the U.S. Council of Mayors, the League 
of Cities, ASHRE and AIA

Insulation
– Homes lose an average of 26% of their air 

conditioning due to leaking duct work
• Window Improvements

– Approximately 30% of the unwanted heat 
that enters homes comes in through 
windows

• Solar Water Heating
– Can save average of 50-80% on heating 

bills
• Air Conditioning

– Efficient air energy conditioners can reduce 
use by 38%.
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Low RiskLow Risk
• Geothermal Heating

– A geothermal heat pump can cut 
electricity costs by 30-60% and they 
deliver 3-4 times more energy than 
they consume

• Efficiency
– Decreases waste 
– Increases competitiveness
– Creates jobs at home 

• Renewables
– No carbon cost
– Free fuels 
– Needs new energy storage tech

• Combined Heating & Power (CHP)
– Can generate electricity and heat at 

70-80% efficiency, twice that of a 
new coal plant, while emitting less 
pollution

– Provides electricity, hot water and 
cooling



What You Can Do
A Personal Commitment

Help us fight the permits, fill out a TCEQ comment form (attached as well) and get involved at:
www.StopTheCoalPlant.org www.CoalBlock.org

What Can Legislators Do to Stop the Coal Rush?
Legislators have several options for action, and they need to pursue all those options in the upcoming legislative session.
1. Moratorium . Lawmakers could pass a resolution putting all new power plant permitting “on hold” pending a review of the 

health, environmental and global warming implications of proposed technologies along with a comprehensive analysis of 
alternative strategies and their comparative costs and benefits.

2. Carbon emission cap . Lawmakers could enact legislation similar to California’s recently enacted Global Warming Solutions 
Act of 2006 (AB32), which requires the state’s environmental agencies to adopt regulations to reduce statewide greenhouse 
gas emissions to 1990 emission levels by 2020. 

3. Comprehensive energy efficiency legislation . Lawmakers could adopt a package of energy-efficiency standards that would 
diminish Texas’ expected growth in electricity demand over the next several years enough to eliminate the demand for some 
or all of the proposed new coal-fired plants. 

4. Serious renewable energy targets . Lawmakers could increase significantly Texas’ “renewable portfolio standard” (RPS)—
the percentage of electricity in the state that is required to come from renewable sources. Under current law, only about 10 
percent of Texas’ electricity will have to come from renewable sources like wind and solar by 2015, but most Texans surveyed 
say they want more. 

5. New technology standards . Lawmakers could pass legislation requiring power plants built after a specific date to meet or 
beat industry “best practices” that would reduce (but not eliminate) new power plant emissions in Texas. 

What Should I Say to My Senator and Representative?
1. Tell your legislator that you are a constituent and that you don’t want any new coal-fired power plants until all alternatives are 

exhausted and they use the maximum achievable emissions technology.
2. Tell your legislator you support increased use of renewable power and increased energy efficiency to meet growth in 

electricity demand and that further support and development of energy storage technology is needed. 
3. Ask your legislator if they will file or co-sponsor legislation on one of the five reforms listed above. 
4. Urge your legislator to support the five reforms. 
5. Ask your legislator what additional information they need so they can support the reforms if they seem reluctant. 
6. Tell your legislator about any energy-efficiency actions you have taken personally as well as letting them know if you 

purchase “green” power or renewable energy credits, and let them know you think energy efficiency and green power are 
feasible and cost-effective. 



Next Steps

• Fighting Goliath Screening and Meeting.
• Invite air pollution experts to debate STEC 

& IPA at second big meeting.
• Ask coop member neighbors to ask their 

coops for efficiency plans instead of coal 
plants.

• Prepare for the TCEQ hearings.
• Be alert for other permits: water, 

wastewater, etc.



Get Involved!Get Involved!
Help fight the permitting of this plant and get involved in 

local and state-wide organizing efforts targeting the 
public, the legislature and the regulators.

Corpus Christi ContactCorpus Christi Contact::
Neil McQueen: svtranquilo@hotmail.com

Sierra Club, Coastal Bend Group:Sierra Club, Coastal Bend Group:
Pat Suter, Chairman: 361-852-7938
www.texas.sierraclub.org/coastalbend

Public Citizen:Public Citizen:
512-477-1155
www.CoalBlock.org

SEED CoalitionSEED Coalition
Karen Hadden: 512-637-9481
www.StopTheCoalPlant.org




